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Seniors now enjoy their golden years
where Catholic nuns once resided

By Linda Moss
THE RECORD

The rooms at the former
convent at St. Peter the Apos-
fle parish in River Edge aren't
big, but 8B-year-old Rose-
marie Rohlfs has made hers
quite cozy. She has put down
floral rugs, and brought in
her grandmother's wood bu-
reau. There's a large, comfy
tan recliner facing a small
flatscreen TV, which sits atop
a pint-sized refrigerator.

There's a sink and a medi-
cine cabinet by Rohlfs' door,
where a Halloween decora-
tion hangs. And her welcome
mat reads “Live Laugh Love.”

Rohlfs, a former New Mil-
ford resident, is among the

facilities. The idea is to fill the
housing gap between seniors
living alone and having to
move to assisted living.

There was a ribbon-cutting
ceremony yesterday for the
renovated convent. The non-
profit, Metuchen-based Build
with Purpose has worked with
the Archdiocese of Newark
and St. Peter’s to transform
the former convent.

Following a Mass at 5t. Pe-
ter's, the Rev. Michael Shee-
han Sheehan told parishio-
ners that Build with Purpose
“was working for justice in
many ways, providing it not
only here but in many places
in the archdiocese by renovat-
ing some of the old buildings

Residents have their own
bedrooms, but must share a
bathroom. Three meals a day
are served. While there is
staff on-site 24/7, there is no
specialized medical care,

One doesn't have to he
Catholic to qualify for the resi-
dence, but should be 62 and
older, Timko said.

Rohlfs said she had been
living with her son and daugh-
ter-in-law but was looking for
more of an opportunity to so-
cialize. “This way I could talk
to more people and do things;
otherwise I just sat there,” she
said.

Sitting in the sunroom,
former bus driver Charles
Mackey, 21, said he left a large

Luther Taylor of Somerville enjoys his meal
held a spaghetti dinner Saturday, with proce

Students host dinne

first eight people to move into  that we have." apartment in Little Ferry af- By Ed Murray Interim Pri
the Senior Residence at St. Pe-  The River Edge convent, ter his female companion of | STARLEDGERSTAFE - “TYs ow
ter the Apostle, a 24-unit facil- built in 1952, was vacated by 42 years died. Immaculata High School careofthos
" ity that some see as a model nuns in 2000. It was briefiy  Lucien Bonte, 95, said he students served dinner so ofh- en Senfor
for-affordable housing for the used for senior housing, and moved back to New Jersey ers can be served. pus minist
elderly — not just in New Jer- as offices and adult day care from Sun City, Ariz. “My wife Students’ donations funded school
sey, but naiionally. The goal for Catholic Charities. But by passed away and the Kids a spagheiti dinner Satur-  "Fifty po
is to create safe, homey, non- 2012, it was vacant again. want me here,” he said. day night, and as volunteers muny’ are;
institutional bousing — and - The monthly cost for some- Arnold Ackerman, 86, said cooked, students provided meals the
provide companionship — for one at the Senior Residence he left a Wyckoff apartment to table-side dinner service for to serve,
the elderly at more reasonable  is $1,900, said Build with Pur- come to The Residence. : attendees. Pictrowics
rates than traditional purs- pose Director and Chief Ex- “It's something I can afford,” Allmoney raised went to ben- “Ti's a 1
ing homes or assisted-living ecutive Keith Timko. he said. efit the Samaritan Homeless know you



